
DECEMBER MISSION: The Season of Giving 
by Connie Petertonjes, Artist-In-Residence 

 
I will admit, this is my favorite time of the year.  I love Christmas.  Not because of the 
decorations or sweet treats, but because of the gifts.  And, despite what might be running 
through your mind, it isn’t the receiving part of the equation that I like the most.  I love to 
give presents to people.  I love looking at their faces when they open the brightly colored 
packages.  I love hunting for a bargain.  I like deciding just what would be the perfect gift 
to give.  And, one of my favorite things to do is to create the gifts that I give. 
 
I am primarily a scrapbooker throughout the rest of the year, but this season gives me 
creative license to alter, embellish and decorate things.  The only thing that slows me 
down is that I don’t have enough time to create all the things I want. 
 
Pick up any paper craft magazine and you will find loads of inspiration among the pages.  
So many publications are now featuring gift items and not just cards and scrapbook 
layouts.  I get great ideas scouring the pages.  It is usually just a matter of matching the 
perfect gift with the right person. 
 
I also get lots of inspiration from walking the aisles of my local dollar store or discount 
retailer.  There are all kinds of things at these retailers that can be altered, embellished or 
decorated.   
 
The department at the company where I work adopts a family every year.  One of the 
teenage girls specifically asked for decorations for her room.  I hurried and wrote down 
my name for that slot.  I knew I could come up with some fun stuff in bright colors with a 
feminine flair. 
 
 
 
The first thing I did was embellish a plain clock.  
I popped the plastic “crystal” off the clock and 
then removed the hands.  Then, I used the existing 
face as a template for my own decorative face.  I 
centered the large circle on a piece of decorative 
paper, then I used the Spicebush and The Spy 
Stencil Font to embellish.  After the face was 
decorated, I replaced the plastic covering and 
added some fancy trim around the outside. 
 
 
 
 



Next, I embellished large wooden letter.  I used a 
strong adhesive to attach the paper to the front of 
the letter.  Then, I used sandpaper to completely 
smooth the edges.  I added a few little stamped 
accents using the Spicebush stamp.  I also used 
some rub-ons that matched the paper.  Finally, I 
added some ribbon around the edges and tied a 
small piece along the side of the “A”. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Third, I cut a piece of striped paper to fit inside a 
black frame I had.  I again used the Spicebush 
stamp to added botanical accents along the outer 
edge of the paper.  I placed the paper into the 
frame, then, I placed the glass from the frame 
behind the paper.  Finally, I replaced the frame 
backing.  The reason I did it this way was to allow 
the large silk flower I glued to the paper to pop 
off the paper.  It was too thick to be placed behind 
the glass.  Finally, I added some ribbon and a 
small tag to the frame. 
 
 
 
 
Fourth, I used a small two-hook wall 
hanger that I got on clearance for 
about 50 cents.  It had these two tiles 
on it with pictures of giraffes.  Since 
I wasn’t going with a jungle theme, I 
covered the two tiles with some 
paper.  I added some rub-ons and 
used the Spicebush stamp for some 
accents.  After attaching the paper to 
the tiles, I used the Identity Femme 
set to add words along the outer 
edges of the peg hanging.  I finished 
it off with some trim and ribbon. 



Finally, I decorated a wooden door knob hanger.  I covered it with 
striped paper and added some accent stamped images using the 
Spicebush stamp.  To get the paper to be smooth along the edges 
of the hanger, I again used sandpaper.  To finish it off, I added 
some ribbon, trim and a die-cut circle to finish the look. 
 
This gift really only cost me my time.  I had all the papers and 
ribbons in my studio.  And, the items I used to embellish wouldn’t 
have cost much had I gone out and purchased them.  (It just so 
happens I also had them in my studio!)  I had such fun creating 
these things and imagining how excited the recipient will be when 
she opens the box.  I only wish I could be there to see her reaction. 
 
So, even though the days are numbered, there is still time left to 
make a few quick gifts for the people you love!  I challenge you all 
to make at least one gift this season.  It is so rewarding, and the 
people receiving the items you so lovingly made will truly 
appreciate the time and effort you put into their unique gift. 
 
Be sure to browse the Dossier to find more great handmade gift ideas. 


